Adult Education Report – February 2007

Potential Programs at St. Teresa:

Father Tom, Deacon Mike, and Gregg Rose and myself met to review the various Renewal Programs and other adult education opportunities that are available and being used within the Archdiocese.  The renewal programs discussed were the following:
New Beginnings – “ A simple, straightforward program to enliven your parish, to give a new and exciting vision of what it is to be a Catholic, and to help parishioners find their unique ministry in the parish or community.  This program is broken into Three One-Hour classes:

101 My Parish; 201 My Spirituality; 301 My Ministry.
Disciples in Mission -  a pastoral process that integrates the Sunday liturgies, small faith-sharing groups, catechesis, family activities, teen groups, planning, and follow-up activities into a coordinated parish-wide experience of evangelization.  This is a 3 year program.

Why Catholic - offers a concrete approach to help adults deepen their Catholic faith and connect its teachings to their everyday lives. This is a four year program, with 48 sessions.  It involves small group discussions.   Currently this program is being offered at over 40 Parishes, including OLV in Delhi and St. Joseph’s in North Bend.  
RENEW – this is a thorough spiritual renewal and evangelization process designed for parish life in the 21st Century.  It is a 2 ½ year program of 5 sessions.  
Alpha – Alpha is a basic introductory course to the Christian faith for non-churchgoers, inactive and new parishioners.  It is a ten week course consisting of supper, simple talk, and small group discussion.
Christ Renews His Parish – Parish retreats led by a team of parishioners and clergy who have already participated in a CRHP retreat.  Father Tom has had experience with this program at St. Ignatius.

More information can be found on these programs by visiting the Archdiocese website at:

http://www.catholiccincinnati.org/oec/parish_renewal.htm#3
Additionally, the Archdiocese has video and media resources on multiple topics, such as:

Parenting and Family Concerns

Widowed, Separated, and Divorced

Small Group Sharing

Videos of interest to Couples  

Father Tom suggested that ideally we would have two programs running concurrently – one program along the lines of Adult Education, and the other being a Parish Renewal program, in order to provide enrichment to as broad a range of our Parishioners as possible.  
We also discussed briefly the idea of bringing in a speaker/ priest or religious for single night adult education topics during Lent.   Father Tom had some ideas on this and said he would get this ball rolling.  The Parish Bulletin this week outlines the Thursday night Lenten programs to be held at St. Teresa beginning Feb. 22nd.
Respectfully submitted by Jim Artmayer

